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It Is, perhaps, attributable to this that he has the reputa-
tion of being a hard task-master.

My own experience has been the. opposite.

Neither in South Africa nor in India did I ever have
reason to modify my opinion of him,

It had always been well rubbed into me that the
Army Regulations, being drafted by civilians, possessed
"every sort of objectionable feature and were couched in
language which conveyed no meaning to soldiers. I
quite looked forward to the vast improvement I expected
to find in the* field, where I was the solitary civilian.
The first military regulation I came across related to the
watering of horses. It began : "The equine stomach is
small and requires frequent filling," and then went on to
say in ornate but quasi-unintelligible language what has
been said more briefly: that you can take a horse to
water but you cannot make him drink.

I had a gruesome experience near De Aar junction
on my way to Johannesburg, to which place Kitchener
had sent me to look for rolling stock ! I had telegraphed
to the Railway Staff Officer to hold up the train till I
arrived. No one but myself was travelling and only a
weekly train just then went to Johannesburg* When
I reached the junction 1 found the train had started. I
was furious and asked the sergeant of the picket where
the Railway Staff Officer was, meaning to give the latter
a piece of my mind. The sergeant pointed to a squad
of men In the distance and said, ** There he Is, they are
bringing him in. He's in two bits," and he was. A
Boer mine had exploded under his carriage and literally